Parliamentary Government in England
largely due to the place the House of Commons holds in
the esteem of the nation.
What is the House of Commons for? Until we are
clear about its purposes, we cannot really understand its
significance. After all, to give supreme legislative power
to a miscellaneous body of 615 men and women, mostly
amateurs in politics, would not produce a successful
legislative assembly. The secret lies in the way in which
the House of Commons is organized and the ends for
which that organization is applied. Above all, it is im-
portant to realize that the House of Commons is not an
exact mirror of the interests and opinions of the nation.
If it were, it could not possibly perform its work, For
those opinions and interests are so various in their for-
midable complexity that any House which sought to find
any effective place for a considerable number of them
would be too atomic in character to be capable of co-
herent policy. The life of the House of Commons depends
upon its representation only of such predominant strands
of general public opinion as will, normally, enable a
Government to be formed behind which there is an
effective majority. Thereby that Government is able to
inject a stream of continuous tendency into affairs, The
business of making a Government and providing it, or
refusing to provide it, with the formal authority for carry-
ing on the public business is the pivotal function of the
House of Commons upon which all other functions turn.
It means, of course, that the life of the House of Com-
mons is necessarily lived in terms of the party system.
Parties are the basis upon which the organization of the
House for coherency is made possible; and the member
of the House of Commons must, with very few excep-
tions, be a good party man if it is to do its work ade-
quately. The philosopher in his study may repine at this
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